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TITLE: Amendment to the Constitution, Full Council Debates, Rule 220 of 

Chapter 11 (Officers and Members) 

Council notes that: 

At its meeting held on Thursday, 21 April 2022, it considered a petition regarding 

“Save the Promenade in Crosby Coastal Park”; and that in accordance with Rule 220 

of Chapter 11 of the Constitution the lead petitioner addressed the Council for a 

period of 5 minutes in support of the terms of the petition.  

Again, and in accordance with Rule 220, the petition was discussed by Councillors 

for a period of 15 minutes. However, the first 13 minutes of the discussion was taken 

up by the Cabinet Member - Health and Wellbeing responding to the terms of the 

petition which left only 2 minutes for other Members of the Council to take part in the 

debate. 

 

Council considers that it is essential that Cabinet Members or Chairs of Committees 

should respond, setting out their views, to petitioners and full Council. However, it is 

considered that this raises concerns about stifling debate as referred to above.  

Council resolves that in order to allow a full debate to take place at Council meetings 

on petitions presented to it that Rule 220 of Chapter 11 (Officers and Members) of 

the Council’s Constitution be amended by: 

(1) continuing to allow a representative of the petitioners a period of five 

minutes to present their petition;  

 

(2) allowing a period of ten minutes for Councillors to ask questions of the 

petitioner;  

 

(3) allowing a period of ten minutes for the Cabinet Member/Chair of 

Committee to present the Council’s to response to the terms of the petition; 

and  

 

(4) allowing a period of 15 minutes for all Councillors to debate the petition. 

   

Background: 

Rule 220 of Chapter 11 (Officers and Members) of the Council’s Constitution states:  

 
“FULL COUNCIL DEBATES  

 



220. If a petition contains more than 500 signatures it will be debated by the full 
Council unless it is a petition asking for a senior council officer to give evidence at a 

public meeting. This means that the issue raised in the petition will be discussed at a 
meeting which all councillors can attend. The Council will endeavour to consider the 

petition at its next meeting, although on some occasions this may not be possible 
and consideration will then take place at the following meeting. The petition 
organiser will be given five minutes to present the petition at the meeting and the 

petition will then be discussed by Councillors for a maximum of 15 minutes. The 
council will decide how to respond to the petition at this meeting. They may decide to 

take the action the petition requests, not to take the action requested for reasons put 
forward in the debate, or refer the matter to another decision-making body of the 
Council. Where the issue is one on which another Council body or Officer are 

required to make the final decision, the council will decide whether to make 
recommendations to inform that decision. The petition organiser will receive written 

confirmation of this decision”.  
 

 

 


